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at The Drama Studio, Sheffield

Seussical is a lively and whimsical musical by Tony Award-
Winners Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty, inspired by the

beloved stories of Dr. Seuss. The main story draws from
Horton Hears a Who! also featuring other classic Seuss
tales. The title is a playful mix of "Seuss" and "musical."

Despite a rocky start on Broadway in 2000, it quickly found
its audience and has since become a hit in schools,

regional theaters, US national tours, and a successful run
in London's West End. Seussical has grown into a beloved
show, full of fun and imagination, that continues to bring

joy to audiences of all ages.

Seussical is where the name “Butter Side Up” comes from
and we thought there was no better way to celebrate our

10 year anniversary than with this melodic mash-up of
ridiculous yet heart-warming characters.

Directed & Choreographed by Michael Hudson
Produced by Rhi Idris

Musically Directed by Jack Wheatley
Stage Managed by Alex Wood

Here you’ll find everything you need to know about
the different parts of Seussical, the rehearsal

process, and how to audition.



ABOUT SEUSSICAL

Seussical the Musical tells the story of Horton the Elephant,
who discovers a tiny speck of dust that is home to the Whos, a
miniature community only he can hear. Determined to protect
them, Horton faces ridicule and danger from the Sour
Kangaroo and the jungle animals, yet remains true to his
belief that “a person’s a person, no matter how small.”

The Cat in the Hat serves as the show’s playful narrator,
guiding the audience through the adventure. Alongside
Horton’s journey, Gertrude McFuzz longs for acceptance and
Horton’s affection, while JoJo, a young Who, struggles to think
creatively in a society that demands conformity. As the stories
intertwine, the characters learn lessons about loyalty and
courage. In the end, Horton’s unwavering commitment proves
that even the smallest voices can make a big difference.

DIRECTORS NOTE

Seussical is a largely sung-through show, so there’s a lot of
music throughout. That said, we’re not looking for “perfect”
voices. Confidence and character are far more important than
being note-perfect. If you can tell a story through song and
commit to the world of the show, that’s what matters most.

There are some big ensemble numbers with classic musical
theatre group dancing, but nothing too complex or technical.
The focus is on energy, teamwork, and performance rather
than getting every step exactly right. Most importantly, this
show is all about having fun and going big. We’re looking for a
cast that’s happy to let loose, make bold choices, and fully
embrace the silliness and larger than life characters. 
There’s no room for subtlety in Seussical ; big reactions, big
movement, and big personalities are very much encouraged.



AUDITIONS

We are holding open auditions for this production and ask
that all prospective cast members attend in-person
auditions. Auditions are open to performers aged 18+.
Auditions will be held on Saturday 7th February 2026,
between 10am and 2pm, at The Victoria Centre, Stafford
Road, Sheffield, S2 2SE.

Auditions will be held in two slots of 10am–12pm and 12pm–
2pm. Please arrive shortly before your time slot to allow time
for check-in so auditions can start promptly. Your allocated
two-hour audition slot will be confirmed three days before
auditions.

Please book your spot at www.buttersideuptheatre.com. If
you have any questions, please email
info@buttersideuptheatre.com. Access requirements can be
noted on the audition sign-up form.

There are TWO parts to this audition process that all
interested people must complete, Part A and Part B.

Part A: Group dance audition
Part B: Solo singing audition

Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear for
movement.

NOTE: Due to time constraints, we will only be able to see
each person audition for one role. Please see the character
list for the required materials for each role.

The production team will review all auditions together and
make their casting decisions. All auditionees will receive a
phone call with the outcome of their audition.
The final cast list will be posted online on Sunday 8th
February 2026, and the cast will be invited to join the
Seussical Discord Server.

http://www.buttersideuptheatre.com/


REHEARSALS 

Rehearsals will take place on Saturdays between 10am and
1pm at Victoria Centre, and on Thursdays between 7pm and
9pm at Harlequin Pub and other locations TBC.

Rehearsals will be a mix of singing with the Musical Director,
and blocking and choreography with the Director. Please
wear appropriate clothing and footwear for movement, and
bring water to stay hydrated.

The first rehearsal will be on Thursday 12th February and run
every week until the performance. 

You may not be needed for all rehearsals or the full 2-3
hours but you will be informed when you are and are not
needed. If there are any dates that you cannot attend,
please let us know alongside your audition or by messaging
the producer Rhi Idris, as soon as possible.

NOTE: If you are unable to attend more than 25% of
rehearsals we are unable able to offer you a part.

There may be a need to change the time of rehearsals or to
include additional rehearsals in the weeks closer to the
show. We will strive to give you this information as soon as
possible.

PERFORMANCES 

All cast and crew will be needed during the day of Friday 5
June for Tech and Dress Rehearsal. 

th

The Friday performance will start at 7pm, finishing
approximately at 9pm

The Saturday performances will start at 2pm, finishing
approximately at 4pm, and 7pm, finishing approximately at
9pm

The cast are required for all 3 performances and to help
with get in/get out as much as possible



CHARACTERS 

The Cat In The Hat   
Gender: Any  Vocal Range: F4 - F2
Our story's omniscient narrator, they are fun loving and enjoys
rhyming. Pops up throughout the story to help the audience. Wise
and attentive.
Audition song: Oh The Thinks You Can Think

Jojo     
Gender: Any  Vocal Range: C5 - Ab3
The Mayor's child, they are a Who that is always finding trouble.
Bright, creative, and inadvertently mischievous. Possesses a
wildly expansive imagination and finds solace in their friendship
with Horton.
Audition song: It’s Possible

Horton The Elephant  
Gender: Any  Vocal Range: F4 - A2
Our story's main character, he is a compassionate and gentle
elephant. Commonly misunderstood because of his larger size.
He is protective and loving of all creatures in the jungle.
Audition song: Alone in the Universe

Gertrude McFuzz   
Gender: Any Vocal Range: F5 - F3
Horton's one-feathered-tail bird neighbour. Gertrude is sweet
and timid. Though kind and loyal, they’re also self-conscious of
their shortfalls.
Audition song: The One Feather Tail of Miss Gertrude McFuzz

Mayzie LaBird   
Gender: Female presenting  Vocal Range: Eb5 - G3
The most beautiful bird in all of the jungle. Oblivious to her self-
centered ways, she relies on her talent of manipulation, and
intoxicating beauty, to navigate her way through life.
Audition song: Amayzing Mayzie

The Sour Kangaroo 
Gender: Female presenting Vocal Range: F5 - F#3
The 'leader' of the jungle. She is loud, brassy, and stubbornly set
in her ways. A caring mother, but unabashedly sassy and soulful.
Audition song: Biggest Blame Fool



CHARACTERS (cont.)

General Genghis Khan Schmitt 
Gender: Any 
Brash and overbearing leader of the Who Military Academy
and ardent supporter of eating bread Butter Side Up.
Audition song: The Military

Mr Mayor    
Gender: Any 
The newly elected Mayor of Whoville and concerned parent
of Jojo. Prim and proper with a secret tender side.
Audition song: Choose any song from any character

Mrs Mayor    
Gender: Any 
Jojo’s nurturing parent who is at the end of their wits when
dealing with Jojo’s over-active imagination. 
Audition song: Choose any song from any character

Bird Girls   
Gender: Any
Sassy sidekicks to the Sour Kangaroo and Mayzie who easily
echo louder opinions. They join in the taunting of Horton and
ultimately help Gertrude on the path to self discovery too. 
Audition song: Choose any song from any character

Wickersham Brothers
Gender: Any
Mischievous monkeys who think they're the coolest things in
the Jungle of Nool. The main culprits of being mean to
Horton and full of energy at the chaos they introduce.
Audition song: Choose any song from any character

Ensemble
Gender: Any
Jungle animals and Residents of Whoville including The
Grinch, Vlad Vladikoff, Yurtle the Turtle, Military Recruits, and
more.
Audition song: Choose any song from any character



Membership

Upon being cast in Seussical, you must become a paying
member of Butter Side Up Theatre Company. 
This is £25 per year and runs until the start of August 2026.

To sign up, to view the rules of the company, and the
expectations of members, please visit
www.buttersideuptheatre.com

Upon being cast, you must pay a £20 show fee. This can be
paid alongside your membership but must be paid before
rehearsals begin. 

We look forward to seeing your auditions! If you have any
questions or need assistance, please reach out to

info@buttersideuptheatre.com.

Good luck!



Audition song: Oh The Thinks You Can Think

Click here to listen to a Soundtrack

Click here to listen to a backing track from 00:16

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drY9t5EO_XE&list=RDdrY9t5EO_XE&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urXkS5D-BJs&list=RDurXkS5D-BJs&start_radio=1


Audition song: Oh The Thinks You Can Think
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Audition song: It’s Possible

Click here to listen to a Soundtrack

Click here to listen to a backing track from 00:34

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcjc0-lFDWM&list=RDjcjc0-lFDWM&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LC8ziI-svbM&list=RDLC8ziI-svbM&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LC8ziI-svbM&list=RDLC8ziI-svbM&start_radio=1


Audition song: It’s Possible
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Audition song: Alone in the Universe

Click here to listen to a Soundtrack

Click here to listen to a backing track from 00:14

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tG6B2xynqdc&list=RDtG6B2xynqdc&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PL9QVT6R-9o&list=RDPL9QVT6R-9o&start_radio=1


Audition song: Alone in the Universe
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Audition song: The One Feather Tail of Gertrude McFuzz

Click here to listen to a Soundtrack

Click here to listen to a backing track

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aCInzmYLGQ&list=RD3aCInzmYLGQ&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Er33XSzt5BE&list=RDEr33XSzt5BE&start_radio=1


Audition song: The One Feather Tail of Gertrude McFuzz



Audition song: The One Feather Tail of Gertrude McFuzz



Audition song:  Amazing Mayzie

Click here to listen to a Soundtrack

Click here to listen to a backing track

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrKYc3iO0Rw&list=RDlrKYc3iO0Rw&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xr9Nsgj400Q&list=RDxr9Nsgj400Q&start_radio=1


Audition song:  Amazing Mayzie
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Audition song:  Biggest Blame Fool

Click here to listen to a Soundtrack

Click here to listen to a backing track

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvrDy5dyt0U&list=RDKvrDy5dyt0U&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aa0ou5l5b44&list=RDaa0ou5l5b44&start_radio=1


Audition song:  Biggest Blame Fool



Audition song:  The Military

Click here to listen to a Soundtrack

Click here to listen to a backing track

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQnLU_qwQD0&list=RDlQnLU_qwQD0&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgTMRysY6TE&list=RDtgTMRysY6TE&start_radio=1


Audition song:  The Military



Audition song:  The Military


